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Charleston residents visit a makeshift memorial for victims of Wednesday's mass shooting at the Emanuel AME Church on
Calhoun Steet in Charleston, S.C.
Randall Hill/Reuters /Landov

The nine people who were killed in a mass shooting at Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C., on Wednesday have been identified by the
authorities.

The group of six women and three men had come together for a weekly Bible study

meeting. The man who is suspected of killing them is now in police custody.
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The victims are:

The Rev. Clementa Pinckney, 41: A state senator and the senior pastor of
Emanuel, he was married to Jennifer Benjamin and the father of two children, Eliana
and Malana. He was a 1995 graduate of Allen University and got his master's degree at
the University of South Carolina in 1999. He served in the state Legislature starting in
2000; The Post and Courier says black fabric was draped over Pinckney's Senate

chamber seat on Thursday.

Cynthia Hurd, 54: According to the Charleston County Public Library, she was a 31-
year employee who managed the John L. Dart Library for 21 years before heading the
St. Andrews Regional Library. A statement said Hurd "dedicated her life to serving
and improving the lives of others." The system closed its 16 branches Thursday to
honor Hurd and the others who died in the shooting. County officials also say the St.
Andrews library will be named for Hurd.

The Rev. Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, 45: A pastor at Emanuel, she was also a
speech therapist and high school girls track and field coach, both positions at Goose
Creek High School, according to her LinkedIn page. Jimmy Huskey, the school's
principal, called her "a true professional ... [who] cared about her students and was an
advocate for them." Her son, Chris Singleton, is a baseball player and student at
Charleston Southern University. Coleman-Singleton also had two younger children,

writes the Post and Courier.

Tywanza Sanders, 26: He was a 2014 graduate in business administration from
Allen University in Columbia. Lady June Cole, the interim president of Allen
University, described him as "a quiet, well-known student who was committed to his
education." Known as Ty, he had worked in sales at department stores such as Belk

and Macy's.

Ethel Lance, 70: She had attended Emanuel for most of her life and worked there as
a custodian, as well. From 1968 to 2002, she worked as a custodian at Charleston's
Gaillard Municipal Auditorium. The Post and Courier quotes a former colleague as
saying, "She was funny and a pleasure to be around. And she was a wonderful mother

and grandmother."
Susie Jackson, 87: Lance's cousin, she was a longtime church member.

Depayne Middleton Doctor, 49: The mother of four sang in Emanuel's choir. She
had previously directed a community development program in Charleston County. In

December, she started a new job as an admissions coordinator at the Charleston
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campus of her alma mater, Southern Wesleyan University. SWU President Todd Voss
said: "Always a warm and enthusiastic leader, DePayne truly believed in the mission of
SWU to help students achieve their potential by connecting faith with learning. Our
prayers go out to family and friends. This is a great loss for our students and the

Charleston region."

The Rev. Daniel Simmons, 74: Simmons survived the initial attack but then died
in a hospital operating room. He had previously been a pastor at another church in the

Charleston area.

Myra Thompson, 59: She was the wife of the Rev. Anthony Thompson, the vicar of
Holy Trinity Reformed Episcopal Church in Charleston.

— with contributions from Lucy Perkins, Will Huntsberry, and Bill Chappell.

charleston shooting mass shootings  charleston, sc

OLDER
Kids' Art Show Takes Over 2 Billboards In Times Square

NEWER
Here's Why The Grass Isn't Greener At This Year's U.S. Open

About
Subscribe

NPR News Twitter

© 2015 npr

SHARE

http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/18/415539516/the-victims-9-were-slain-at-charlestons-emanuel-ame-church

7/14/15, 6:55 PM

Page 3 of 3


javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.npr.org%2Fsections%2Fthetwo-way%2F2015%2F06%2F18%2F415539516%2Fthe-victims-9-were-slain-at-charlestons-emanuel-ame-church%3Futm_campaign%3Dstoryshare%26utm_source%3Dplus.google.com%26utm_medium%3Dsocial
javascript:void(0);
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/18/415539516/the-victims-9-were-slain-at-charlestons-emanuel-ame-church#commentBlock
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/18/415539516/the-victims-9-were-slain-at-charlestons-emanuel-ame-church#
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/18/415539516/the-victims-9-were-slain-at-charlestons-emanuel-ame-church#
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/18/415539516/the-victims-9-were-slain-at-charlestons-emanuel-ame-church#
http://www.swu.edu/about-swu/news/swu-mourns-loss-of-admissions-counselor/#.VYMx6flVhHw
http://www.npr.org/tags/415878235/charleston-shooting
http://www.npr.org/tags/157155751/mass-shootings
http://www.npr.org/tags/144796043/charleston-sc
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/18/415527570/kids-art-show-takes-over-two-billboards-in-times-square
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/18/415560258/heres-why-is-the-grass-isnt-greener-at-this-years-u-s-open

